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The Role of East ASlan Soclology 

1n the ComIng Century 

Star七lDgassump七ionsof modern socio1ogy 

Socio1ogy was se七七obirth in七hemidd1e of the 19th cen七ury. On 

廿leone hand， it was廿leresu1t of the differenciation of s∞ial sciences in 

Wes七ernCivi1ization. They are divided in七osorr泡 S戸 C工a1ュtles対立chare 1mαm 

Daisabruro HASHIZUME nωas pコlitユcs，配onαnics，an仕立opコl勾y，戸ycho1勾y，stlidy of re1igion， and of 

course， s∞lOユ句y.This special confi91斗ationcan民団lled回世leall∞a七ionof 
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sociaユsciencesin the 19七hcen七uryway. On the other hand， it can be said 

廿latall of these s∞ial sciences have Western origin， though this fact is 1ef七

unconscious or even ignored by Western scho1ars. An戸ay，sαコio1勾ywas born 

a1mos七 150years ago， and is now facing a to回 1ユydifferent scene (as sta七ed

1ater) from i七sbirせ1七むne.

The giants of Wes七ernsocio1ogy fO¥IDd七he"society" a七七hattime. 

When they ca11ed工tsociety， they meant a vague and huge area of phenomenon 

叶lIchwas not covered by 0出ersocia1 sciences， name1y，戸litics，econαnics， and 

e1se. It was a residua1. Moreover， when they used廿1eword "society"，廿1ey
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imp1工citl y presUI陪d出atit was叩 industrialized，αlristians民 ie七y，せlatis七o

say， one which工sguite sim工1artoせ1elrαfJJ1. Factuall y ，工slamicsocieties and 

Asian sicユet工eswere neg1ected so far as they were not Western ones. 

There was a big sp1工tof socia1 thoughts in the 19th century， 

name1y， the split be回目nMarxism and Modernism. Bo廿1of廿lemregarded modern 
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society as one of the historical stages， but differed each 0七herin the foユ-

lowing point: Marxism regarded society to be histor工caltherefore changeable 

廿1roughrevolution， while Modernism (or rr凶 ern1ゆeral出 oughts)regarded it to 

last forever because they bel工evedi七七obe the final s七ageof historエcalpro-

gress. The whoユepr∞ess of由efoユlowingcerr七.uryshowed a七 las七せ1a七Marxism

was wrong工nits preditユonof the decline of modern capitaユisticsocieties. 

All由e~包rXls七 s七a七.es are d工sap戸aringafterせleCold War. But it dcたsn'tnec-

essaril y mean廿levictory of 肱xl.ern工sm. There er陪 rgeda七抗allynew scene --

the rise of East Asian societュes.

Impact of Asian modernization 

開lenMax Weber wroteせlefamous“Pro七estantischeEせ1がど江ldustr工al-

ized coun七rieswere almost limi七ed七oEurope and the United Sta七es，though 

Japan was starting its way to rr凶 ernization. Weber's hypothesis of regarding 

Protestantism as a drエve七oforming capitalist economy seerned very戸 rsuasive，

s山ceEngland， New England and Holland wereせle紅白swhich had all国endeeply 

influenced by Pliri七anism.

But af七erthat， Japan was successful enough in industrialュza七ion

throughout the 20th century， and became the second biggest economic giant in 

the world in early 1970s. There should be some explanation for tha七， because 

Ja:戸nhas littleαlrユstianbackground to sus七aini ts capi talism. Then some be-

lieved工七七obe the though七ofZen， a sect of Bud曲目m，刈ule0出ersbelieved工七

七obe Shinga引， which is the mixture of Confucianism and Buddh工smadvoca七edby 

Baigan Ishida， a thinker， and was popular among merchants of国 0 戸riod. But 1 

think， none of th四 isnot enough，話 asingle cause， to explainせle油 olepro-

cess of Japan's m吋 ernization. Some hidden or invisible factor(s) 0出 er出 m

them is(are) supposed to have made it possible for Japan to becαne a fully in-

dustrial工zedsocietyユiketαiay. 

Adding to it， East Asian economies are now developping wi出 anln-

credible s戸edwh工chover戸 ceseveryone's ex戸ctation. 工n1980s，廿leso called 
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Four Dragons， namely South Korea， Taiwan， Hong Kong and Singapore， have民cαne

highly industrial工zedcountries， and in 1990s mainlandαlIna is s七illdevelop-

ping wi七ha speed of over 10もperyear. Most author工zedthinktanks inせle

united Sta七esestlma七.edせ1atuntil 2020α1Ina will catch upせleUm七edStates山

GNP， and出 atfinalユYαllnese econαny will grCM up七0 出 even七wュceas large as 

that ofせleuni七.edStates. It is t∞early say thatせlIsestimation will come 

七四eor not， but at le田 twe can beleive出 atthe next century will be the era 

of Asia. 

It follows七ha七廿lewhole scheme of social sciences drawn in七he

19せ1cerr七.uryshould民 reconsidered. The center of grav工国土ionof worユdeco-

nα註cswilユbemoved to出eYellCM Sea or sαn印 hereelse around there，油ichユs

七hesi七.ua七lonせlatMarx or Weber could not even dream of. The cαning social 

science， eSf氾ciallysociology， should be able七oexplain adeg岨七ely出ef山al

developnent of East Asian countries. Andせlatwill ma工nlybe Up七othe As工釘1

sociologists. 

About Japanese modernizat工on，some authors have sa工dsome七hingin 

~many ways. For example， Dr. Brejinski wro七ea 000)王七ユ七led Ja戸n A Fragile 

Flαar just af七erせlerapid progress of Japan econ∞ν，叫uchsays出 a七社lepros 

per工tyof Japan is su戸 rficialand has only week foundations to SUp戸 rti七.

Af七era few years，せlereap戸aredagain a OOok titled Ja戸nAs Number One by 

Ezra Vogel， a notable researcher of Asian countries， wh工chsaysせlIstime on 

廿lecon七rary出 atJapan will 出 areal super 戸内lerofせleworld in a short tir田.

This以X)kwas accepted by a large number of readers who had as七onishedand im-

pressed byせlerapid success of Japan economy. 

工nせleyear of 1989， Karel van Wolfren， a journalist who has been 

living工nJapan for more than twenty years， publiched a book The Enigma of 

Japanese power which s∞n became a million seller in the Uni七edStates. Mr. 

Wolfren says in this bαコkthat the clue to Japanese economic success was七he

Sys七回1prev，むlingalmost everywhere and eve口Tsector of廿les田 iety.The sys七回，

not necessarily set Up in a formal way， is seldom noticed， but it does really 

exist. Namely， the Sys七emis a kind of behaviour pattern which is common七0
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ordinary Japanese p田ple. 工tmay fゎssibly民社ledecisive factor廿lathas long 

民ensα19ht for廿1eexplanation of Japanese配 onαnicsuccess. 

Japan has been anaユyzedlikeせ1is. But， as πlell1y other Asian coun-

七riesother than Japan have star七edmodernization atせ1esarne t幻ne，thes七οry

should be rewr工七七enfranせlebeginning・ Dr. Francis Fukuyama said in his以刻王

七itledTheEnd of廿leHistοry that after the cold war there would be an era of 

permanent lasting peace and cα対立1a七ion，bu七工twas not true. τ'hen Dr.αlarmars 

Johnson predictedせla七 in T.'he Collision of Civilizationsせlatせle1slarnic and 

Conf田 ianci viliza'七ionswill crash w工せ1Western civilization， but i七sev品目ce

has still no七beenseen. N即時 shouldthink this problem again. 

1s There Any Common CUltural Bases For As工anCountr工es?

工nthe past七housandsof years， the cul七uralcenter of East Asia 

was，工nfact， C'hina. There are aユsoKorea， Japan， Taiwan， Mongolia， Vietnarn， 

Tibbet， Phiユユipinesand so forth in this area other than China， and almost aユユ

of廿le戸 opleor e七hn工cgroups廿lere，with few exceptions， were deeply infユu-

enced by α1inese cul七.ure.

For ex四 ple，Korea and Japan. Atせlebegining of civilization both 

of七hemrecieved all the cul七uralitems such as Chinese character， Buddhism， 

Confucianism， Taoism， legal and administration system， archi七ecture，medical 

technigues and pharmacy， miユi七arysystem， and others. The ユ工stwouユdbe much 

longer if you want to be perfect. These cuユturali七回15were neces日 ryfor出町

to build up a centraユェzedjX)litical sta七efran出e工rprおnitivesituation at出at

t訂ne.

The 戸 opleofせlenelg凶 uringarea were influenced more or less by 

Chineseαllture. 工tis one of the big four civilizations from several七hou-

sands years ago. And C'hinese工nfluenceis， actually， one and only character 

that is common to this area. 

Of course， 1 mus七 admi七七osay that七hereare vas七 areascaユユed

Sou出EastAsia and Central Asia， and廿lep:目plein these areas同 renot so much 

-196-

influenced by αlinese αlユ七ure. The im戸rtanceof these areas are not negligi-

ble， but for a対1ile，in order to avoid αJITlplexity， we limit our inves七igation

toせleEas七Asianarea where七.heimpact of Chinese cul七urewas heaviest and 

mos七七0七al，and七ry七ofind if there is any cul七.uralbase for th工sarea. 

First， about Buddhism. Can it be considered to give some common 

base for the East Asian socie七ies?

1t is sure that it was a common essential fac七orfor Tang dynasty 

C'hina， Korea and Japan. Bu七， i七sinfluence s∞n disappea工ed油田 α1inaregarded 

Buddhist七emplesas was七eof resorces because they were suppor七edby廿legov-

ernmental budget. Then many七四iples，es戸 ciallyせ10sein big ci七ies，becar肥 a

七argetof budge七∞七tingand di日P戸ared.αlly廿letempユesof Zen sects油 ich

encourage priests to workせleir倒 nbread survived unt工1nω，せlOughせleyJI凶 i-

fiedせlemselves and民camea li七七lesimilar to Taoism. 工nKorea， せlesituatlOn 

surrounding Buddhism w出 Sお厄lar.1n Li dynasty， 七回lpleswere push剖 upto the 

mountain area underせ1e∞nstantpres忽rreby Confucianism. 工tcan be said七hat

出einfluence of Buddh工回目 neglig工ble四 boせ1C'hina and Korea七oday.

4、
As for Japan，七hesitua七ionis seemingly different. All of the 

Japanese 戸oplewere regis七eredto a七回lple叫uchis a branch of Buddhist sects 

allωed byせleShα::J11ate goverru肥n七， and in principle出eystilユremainBuddhis七s

as出eywere. They conduct a funeral as a Bhuddhist ceremony， buryせledead in 

the backyard of七hetemple. But it is true that the Buddhism in Ja戸nlost 

someせ1工ngmost essential to it， and a七社1atcost they could survived unt工ユ七0--

day. For ex訓 ple，we can s記せleJyodo--sh臼shuandせleNichir町一shusec七s. The 

former a凶 lished廿lerule of marriage prohibition forせ1epriests five hundred 

years ago， which was the most irnIわ比antrule for Buddhis七priests. The latter 

ignoredせ1e11njX)rt却 ceof Buddhist texts except Hokke-kyo， and moreover i t made 

it a rule to re戸 ateveryday onlyせleti七leof Hoは .e-kyohundreds of times in a 

loud voice ins七eadof reading its text in七ensively. These sects are the 

biggest b泊山 Japanand almost half of Japanese peコpleare estユmatedto belong 

toせlem. Furせlermore，conducting廿lefuneral ceremony was strictly forbidden to 

Buddh工stpriests in 1ndia民causeit was believ剖 tobe a secularコob. Hωwas 
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it r:ゎssible? 工七 is ユ.mportantthat 廿1e"sila"， or the rules for せ1eprlests of 

Sanga that was given by Buddha himself， was not introduced in Japan for some 

reason which工stαコcomplicatedto state here. Anyway， it can be said that 

Japanese戸 opユemisunderst∞d Buddhism， and modユfiedit in七othe form七hey

needed. 

Next， Confucianism. It is true that traditional China is a country 

whichエsorganlz剖 by∞nfucianism frαn七op(せ1eemperor's bureaucra七lCgovern-

ment) to加七七回1(Zongzu，せ1e工rkinship group). Confucianism was廿1eauthorized 

d勾maof traditionalαllna and L工 d戸 as七yKorea. α1inese and Korean p旬以es

organized the工rgovernmen七， selectedせ1eエrbureaucrats七hroughexamination on 

catechism， read and wro七etexts， and lived under七herefined norm of 

Confucianism. 

釦chph四 α肥nadidn' t exist arrむngJapanese PE目ple. It was often以子

lievedせ1atthey， es戸 cially廿1eBushi (warrior) class 戸oplein Edo period， 

were COnfucianists， but it is not true. Sureユysαne Bushi were eager readers 

of Confucユ出 texts，and even produced original 山.terpretationsto廿1町. But it 

was not necessary for七hemas far as七heyserve as Bushユ・ Moreover， s∞ial 

func七工onsof confucian工smis gui七edifferent in China and Korea in con七rast

with Japan. The texts of Confucianism worked as a mannual for everyday life in 

China and Kor田，四社1工ssense gt江tesII屯lartoせ1erole of Hadi白山工slarrusm

or Torah in Judism・ Onthe other hand， Confucian texts were read only for 

pユeasure，for cul七ure，or for tho吐19七sat most工nJapan. Confusianism kept 

sα問主1fluenceon廿1es七yleof d∞U砲 n七s山Meユjiera， but工tdoesn' t meanせ1e

texts wri七tenin this style， such出工m戸rialRescript on回ucat工onand Irr伊rial

Pescript for Servエcemen，had real Confusian content. 

Japanese modernizat工onwas not persued in the Course of 

Confucianism・ Instead，Kokug副<u (Japanese classical studies) and Rangaku 

(Western studies) played a gr白 .trole in Meiji Restora七工on. Inα1ina，せ1e七日一

dit工onalbureaucracy of Qing dynasty turned out to be obstacles for modern工za-

tion. The 町田 can民 saidalso for Korea. As a ∞nClusion，せ1eIT凶 ernization

of East Asian countries were accomplished t h 0 u 9 h they had the common 
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Confucian tradi七lon.

工twcコuldbe safe that we take in七oconsiderat工onsαnep:コssiblep:コSl-

tユveeffects of Canfuc工anism，which叩 uユdsu日ゎrtせ1eprocess of IT凶 ernユzation

ind工rectly. 臥ユ七， at least出せ1edirect effect， Confusianism worked negati vel y . 

Ja戸 nesemodernizatュonwas achユevedbecause Japan had least工nfluenced，not 

mos七， by it. Factually， IT凶 eロlIzationcannot民 achievedby Confuc工anism. The 

陶 ndarinBureaucrats of Qing dynasty were gt江teunable to cope with Western Pω-

ers，対1ileJa戸neseBushi warriors influenced by Rang~ζu and Kokugaku knew what 

they should do when they were threatened by Western gun-boat p:コlicy.

Thirdly， 0せ1ercαmnon fac七ors.

But what should七heyp:コssiblybe? It is hard to say叶1a七七heyare， 

民causeeach Eas七Asiancoun七ryhas differ四七回sesfor i七SIT凶 ernization. Sα陪

countrユes1北eMainland China， North Korea and Vietnam have first ex戸口enced

colonialization andせ1encαmnunist regII肥 Japanand Thailand remained inde-

pendent as a constitutional monarchy. Sα陪 0廿1ercoun七riesliJ王esouth Korea， 

Taiwan and Ph工llip江1e七racedtheir other courses which star七edfrom coloniaユー

ization，七henthrough deveユopmen七aldエc七a七orship，and atユastreached 

d回目racy. We can see a wide var工etyinstead of uniformity. 

As a.conclusion， we cannot expect that there are some common cul-

tu日 1factors for Eact Asian countries出atcan serve as a substitute for α1ris-

tlan工tyin European countries. 

Moreover， there are ill feelings between Eas七ASlancoun七riescaused 

by廿1eformer wars. For ex田 ple，Japan is acαlsed of lacking of war responsi-

bilユ七yChina， Korea， Singar:ゎIreand 0廿1ercontries. Again， せ1eoppositions be-

tween North Korea and south Korea I and be七weenMainland China and Taiwan I are 

the heritage of Cold War. The contradiction betw担 nChina and Southeast Asian 

countries has cultu工aland historical orエgin. After all， East Asian countr工es

cannot make a new start for harmonious c∞戸rationunt工1they liguidate the 

past. 

East Asian countries have littユein common and are separated with 
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each other for various reasons. There are many mi.sunderstandings， and Asian scr-

cio1ogists are expected to solve them. 

The New Ro1e Of Asian Socio1ogy 

Socia1 sciences， especia11y socio1ogy， are a mirror of seユf-con-

sc工O田 nessof a s即日七y. 工believe，出erefore，出a七 ifour socio1句yhave got 

a new means of description of ourse1ves，せ1enas a resu1 t East Asian s即日七工es

have got something which can serve as a new base for our山七egration. 1 be-

lieve i七 shou1dbe prαJuced， not found. 

The rise of East Asia is a chal1enge to the present wor1d. After 

Russcr-Japanese War until early 1970s， the success of Ja]月nwas regarded出世le

one and on1y exception. 町士山 1980s，scr-ca11ed Four Dragons started出eirre-

marJくabユeeconomic progress， and now a1most everyone acknowledges that East 

Asian countries besides Japan h出 eventuaユ1yentered廿le1ine of rros七deveユop-

ping countries. Main1and China is a1so fo11owing th四 Underthe Reform and 

Opening伊 licyscince 1978， China has achieved rapid economic grα化h. Au廿10-

rized institutes estima七esせlat廿1eGDP of China wil1 be twice出 1argeasせ1at

of廿leUni七edStates beforeせlemiddle of廿lenext century. N仰せleEast Asia 

as a who1e is民cα氾巧 anew center of wor1d配 on∞fj，対1ichno戸sts民 io1勾ists

even dreamed of. 

Therefore， a new goaユfors図工01句 istsinせlecoming century wi11 be 

the exp1anation forせ1esudden r工seof East Asian countr工eswhi1e 0せler廿1工rd

world countries for the rrost part sti11 remain underdevelopped. The wor1d w工II

have two centers， name1y， Wes七erncenter and Asian cen七er. The s七andardsoc工一

01勾Yfound Pro七estanteせ1ics出せledrエvingrro七iveof Wes七ernind田 trialiazatio

n. Then， what wou1d be the motive for Asian countries? This is a repeated 

guestion油 ichwas ra工sedfor Japan a 10ng time ago. This time，工t工sup to all 

the sociologists of East Asian coun七riesto give a systemat工cexp1anation for 

the rise of East As工aas a who1e. 

This exp1anation 1eads us to decentra1ization (or universa1ization) 
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ofせ1es∞io1ogica1 concepts fr卵白eirWestern origin. A 1arge number of fun-

dar間 lta1∞nce酢shave回目 derivedfrom Western (i.e.αlrユstian)contex七，対立ch

is of li七七1e1.I!1pOrtan白山EastAs工a. Of course there should a1so be a k立1dof 

1abour ethics here， but it is n此 suitab1eif it工scal1ed 1ike innerwe1t1iche 

Askese or sa1vation. 

工tis up七osocio1ogists of China and Korea七oput the Confucian 

七radi七ioninto universa1七e口市. 工七工sup to s民 io1勾lS七sof Japan， Vietn訓 and

oせ1ercountries，七oplユ七出e七radi七ionof periphera1 societies into universa1 

terms. These effo工tswo叫 d民p:tralle1七oex←eせm民団.tr工smユnWes七.ernthough七s.

工nlate 1950s! Claude Levi-Strauss， a French anthropologist， becar陪

farnous as a 1eader of structuralism. Later， Miche1 FoU!句u1tand 0せ1ers民carne

farnous as Post-Modernists. S七四.cturalis七ssay that Western civiユェza七ionis not 

せleone and on1y center of human culture， instead， there are many 0出erratlQ-

naユandhumanis七iccul七.uresegui va1en七七oWes七ernone. Adding七othis， Post-

Modernis七ssay that Western civi1ization is neiせlerlogica11y consisten七 nor

ra.七ionalenough in 工七sαm na七.ure. For example， 工七ssubjectivity is an effect 

of inst工七ution 七rainingand discipline). Thus， modern Western thinkers are 

七rymg七orelativise their own standpoint， but they sti1l don't know how they 

can reachせlerrore universa1 knowledge. 

These new七rendss七artedafter Marxism had lost its absolu七ep:コwer

over in七eユlectualcirc1e; Marxism be10nged七oWestern thoughts， but i七 be-

1ieved i七self七obe free from工tsWestern origin， and七riedto give a genera1 

descripはonof a1l the socie七iesandせlewhole history of mankind. The too1 

for their description was economユccategories such as c1asses， exploita七ion，

c1ass s七rugg1es，his七oricaldia1ectic， market economy and so forth. When it 

bacame evident that Marxism was going to bre試 down，s∞io1句yrevived ， es戸ー

cia11y in socia1ist countries， as it was e持活ctedto provide a n剖 setof teロns

to descrive 訳文ietiesas they are. But 1 believe it is tαコmuchfor七hepre-

sent socio1句y七oexpect to do that. 

The major concepts of廿lepresent socio1ogy were brushed up by Max 
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恥叫戸r印副d山 O七七 戸戸rsons凶s. R恥O比 向吋見 a杭Cは七山工叫∞肌， pe附郎r目soαI叫 t匂yん， 吋 O吋， 凶
vatユon，.... werp t-下、

. were these∞nce件S. Seer氾ng1y廿1eyare universa1田 ough，but ac-

七uaユ1ynot ・ Theyare p:コS工tiveand objective when they are used to describe 

Western一et工民 M 均 10se出町 descr肌 ve]YJWer抽出出町むea臥ユ剖
to societies other than these. Therefore， Western soc工ologエstsare， in 

genera1， easiユysatlsfied withせleglven set of concepts of廿lepresent soci-

01句y，whiユeAs工ansocユologistsare more often unsatisfied with廿1四・

Asian socio1ogists has been trying to absorb the resu1七sof Western 

s∞lOユogyfor aユongtime， but this process wi11 cα昭七oan end socn. 
new era of East Asian socio1勾ywi11民gln.

The main goa1s of East Asian socio1ogy are as fo11ows・

(工)七oreconstruct a set of concepts from more sユmp1eand universa1 bases， 

(2)七odescribe more concre七eas戸 ctsof As工ans∞工etiesin detai1 

These are廿1egoals that /1包X Weber intended to attain but did not fu11y succeed 

at 1ast. We can pursue them as Weber wou1d do if he were alive now. 

Weber p:コin七edout， in his comparative socio1ogy， a certain basic 

prbiclp1e of behaviour as an exp1anatory factor for the economic SUccess of 

Western scむ工eties，and traced it back to its re1igious foundation. 工tis sti11 

Then a 
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a most prαnユSlngp1an工fmodif工eda li七t1e.

工廿斗此せ1atユa七eMasao Maruyama' s MJrk is noteworthy山廿1工sp::lint・

ァー9ば 1uenced by Max We民r，he invest明記出e凶出回1thoughts of C伽O∞n
工uc一七叫七工O∞n0ぱfBush工町口山位orsi担n此戸附凶r丘i叫 m副dc∞con∞nc山1ud制e剖d出出a抗tsom叩 e拍出山判

g 

??一r口山工
S剖副GユllN恥oK恥e斗<i加mα肥n此tof i山n】t民en此1花t工山Oαn悶1冶a1斗工七匂y)rr. Though his work is sophユsticated

叩?叫仇工 don't民 lievethat i七回sf向 succ吋 u1，because he didn' t 
ユ叩工relnto the main stre訓 ofJapanese Conf印刷工smthat had凶 theMe出

restoration， name1y Ansai Yamazaki's sch∞1・ Neverthe1ess，his MJrk dea1t wi出

土…teas戸………ιndetai1， which wi 

We， Asユansoc工ologists，have to investigate Our own past societies 

1工keMasao Maruyama did・ Wehave to reconstruct the history of East As工an

-202-

coun七r工esup::Jn our 伽 1conce件5，and ob七aina new戸rs戸ctive having egua1 dis一

七ancefrαn以JthWestern and Asian sα::ieties. 

1n order to do it， 1 myse1f have deveユopeda set of simpユestuniver-

sa1 concepts， name1y， Body， Sex， Pω'er， Lan伊泊geand so forth. 工ca1ユedせ1工S

p1an LingualistユcS民 io1句y，and r配 ons七ructedthe earユYhis七oryof Buddh工smin 

工ndュaon them. 

Com戸 r臼19wiせ1M出 We民r，we are advna七agωUSln one poln七Mostof 

the dataせla七weberused about Asia were on1y secondary because he did no七un-

derstand Asian 1angtユages，wh工1ewe can use abundant firs七，-handd∞umen七s. 

We can a1so fo11ωMiche1 Foucau1t油 oreduced standard Western con-

cepts such as subject， sexua1ity and wiユユ工ntothe institu七ionsthat were 

formed his七orlcaユユy. Th国， he found 廿1eformation process of subject in the 

17th cen七ury，and廿1a七 ofsexua1ity in Ancient Greece. 

We can trace back our own do肥 sticconcepts into廿lep3.st historical 

pr∞ess of East Asian societユes. This pr∞ess can 国 ana1ysed in contrast w工せ1

Wes七ernh工story. 工tis expected that atユastwe wi1ユhavea tree structure 

which shωs hCNl our societies have differencia七edeach other， and what factors 

our sc氾ie七ieshave 国 enbased on. Then， East Asian sc口01勾yi七selfwill 民 a

common know1edge for East Asian peop1e， and hopefu11y， a community w工1ユbe

buユユ七山せはsarea uponぜlIsknωユedge.

When we have accomp1ishedせ1eEast Asian socio1ogy， we have achieved 

at七he町田七白隠せleex-Wes七ernizationof socio1ogy. One of the big prob1ems 

we wi1ユfacein the next century is the ever1asting underdeve10pment of the 

third wor1d. Most countries in Africa， Asia and Latin Arner工cahave many trou 

b1es of theユr剖 nwhich prevent them from taking off. East Asian s∞ユoユogycan 

he1p出町 muchin s戸cifying叶1Ichare廿lemost critica1 factors of廿1eirunder-

deve10pnent and how they can be removed. Thus， socio1句yw工ユユ be ab1e七op1ay 

an important and indis戸nsab1ero1e for buュユdingupせlegroba1 community. 

As a conc1usion， 1 be1ieve廿latEast As工ans田ユ01勾 Ywill prov工deus 

a common know1edge for the formation of Eas七 ASlancommunlty. 

tribu七emuch for the formatュonofせlegroba1 community as well. 

It will con-
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boom~'big 
15 TI王EJ AP Al'i TIMES ・THしJRSDAY，AUGUST29.1996 

~elaxatiQn 
Searching for itVays ro relax anud the 
'crunch of city life? Staffwriters Kyoko 

'Jtoh， Yuko Naito and Kyoko Sato 
f噂そ伊poωげ.tωO η Tお'okわyo'slωαωtest々;(o力万r乍匂er巾，
~this bzωiμr究geω01刀1Lυn怒gfβield

TREND 

HEFERENCES 

Hashiz¥.]l陪，民ユsaburo1986 "l.anguage Games"田 dせ1eSOCi己1Th田守(缶ngoGemu to 

ShaJくと工 Riron) ， Keiso Shobo. 

1986 The D工scurslveStrates1・ ofBuddhisrrI (Bukk.-yo No Genseて

tsu S田口叫ru)，KeユsoShO凶

定ヨヨ議F子足立

， things as urban Jife and artifi-
cial ~environments ， which are 
-not as visible as th巴tradition-
l' ~l sources like hard physical 
::work or tension with th巴 in-
"Jaws、hesays. 
. "Still， symptoms are there. 
But people can:t ju~t g.:.~e up 
their current lifestyle. There-
fore， the healing and relaxing 
l，indt出ryis a husiness that 
pays." 
;.' Takavo Yamamoto， re-
;， S巴archerat Hakuhodo lnstj-
!' tute of Life and Living Cu1-
ture， points to another imp.;?r-
i tanUactor for the boom-"Be-
sides the simple fact that ev-
erybody is so tired t~es~ da.ys， 
todav's healing and relaxing 
boor占wouldn-ot be possible 
without those people who ~re 
so vuJnerable to aJl the infor-
mation around them' 

Yamamoto adds that infor四
mation makes such peopl巴
see what they could not see 
before. Wh巴nthey are repeat-
edlv told how "contaminat-
ed'~ thev are from artificial 
food additives， pollut巴dair， 
str巴ssfrom human relation-
shios. everyday comr:nuting， 
and counties50th巴rfactors， 
they feE150defET15eless and 
look for measures to over-
come the "contaminatJon." 
Hashizume doesn't think 
the boom is just another fad 
among fickle people. "Unless 
the c己rrentlifcstyle is sen-
ous I ¥' re-exa m I ned a nd 
changed. such businesses can 
円I¥'g1'o¥γ 

I ogy professor at Tokyo 1出 ti-
tute of T巴chnology
"Stress h出 b巴enthere for a 
long time， whether it be phys-
‘ical from harsh farm work or 
mental from an oppressive 
'ie' (householdl .system，" he 
explains. "But in th巴olddays， 
people would d巴alwith the 
stresses in their traditional 
'. familv life or the life cvcle 
shared by the majority of peo-
ple." 
Hashizum巴 pointsout that 
in those davs childr巴nwould 
give adults shoulder massag-
es at home， people would gos・
sip and v巴nttheir complaints 
on the street corner and there 
were a numb巴rof seasonal 
events for m巴ntaldiversion 
throughout the year， such as 
flower viev .. ing in spring and 
eating巴巴lsin mid-summer 

Now that th巴reare more 
and more nucJear families 
and people living alone， the 
sense of community has dis-
solved and people's lifestyles 
are much more specialized 
and diverse， p巴oplehave a 
hard time sufficiently taking 
care of lheir stress in the reg-
u1 ar course of th巴irlife and 
turn to commercial services， 
Hashizume says. 
Such alienation can also be 
a source of stress i lsel r. For 
some people， getting such ser 
vice compensates for th巴lilCk
of care and attention from the 
famiil' or the communit¥'. 
Hashizume points oul. M uch 
str巴ssI~ no¥¥' rOOl巴din such 

A young rnan in the middle 
of the countryside cJutches a 
can of beer as he excJaims， 
: "Ah， hiiringu (healingl. ". 
This is a scene from a recent 
TV coπlmercial for one of this 
year's new be巴rs.Its sales 
strategy focuses on an earthy， 
. relaxing image 
Likewis巴，women's trendy 
info magazines analyze the 
nagomi (soothing and com-
fortingl faces of popular ac-
tresses and introduce nago-
mi-kei bars where you can 
mellow out. 
Words like "healing，" "re-
lax" and "nagomi'・areomni-
present these days. And it's 

~~ot oruy in the media. A wide 

:~- variety of businesses are cur-
ー rentlyoffering to heal， relax 
. and/or soothe you: Qui ck 
massage parlors have sprout-
ed up over the past year; aro-
matherapy goods and ser-
vices ar巴 increasinglyavail-

~ able; high-tech relaxation sa 
lons help induce alphabrain 
wav巴s;trips are organized to 
h巴alpeople with the help of a 
natural environment， wheth-
er it be through hands-on 
farming or swimming with 
dolphins 
Such busin巴ssesprosper， as 
stress-rel i evi ng r巴sources
. have decreased in the typicaJ 
Japanese everyday life， says 
Daisaburo Hashizume， sociol-
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モ
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モ
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J
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や
自
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去
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流
行
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見
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が
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沢
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