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MY OWN Y2K PROBLEM

Why have 2000 years passed already?
Daisaburo Hashizume

Counting years with AD or BC, the origin of which is set at the birthyear
of Jesus Christ, is surely a calender for the Christians. Nevertheless,
Japanese people are making a fuss about the coming of year 2000 and a new
century.

The real Y2K problem, if there is any, would be the question of why so
many years as 2000 have past since the ascention of Jesus Christ when he
promised us that he would come back again before long.

Currently I am in Boston and partially for the purpose of training my En-
glish | attend a Sunday Bible desciple course held in a nearby church. I
found the course very interesting because there I could learn much about the way
the Christians view things. Last week a desciple asked a question on why Jesus
Christ doesn’ t come back though we are waiting and waiting for him so eagerly
for such a long time. Most of the desiples are housewives in their 30s taking

~care of small children at home. The longer we wait for Jesus, the greater the
joy there will be when he finally comes, was the answer of the paster, which
sounded half sardonical and half solemn to me.

Waiting for GODO is a masterpiece written by Samuel Beckett that de-
scribes the state of being tired of waiting for God (or GODO) in vain as an ab-
surdity play. If God doesn’t appear, the people on the stage will get bored.
As they were not allowed to make a gold bull-calf, they started a game called
the capitalism. Aren’t modern times a killing of time in order to deceive the
absence of God? Then why is it necessary for non-Western people to join their

game?
Jewish people observe the Jewish calender, [slamic people also have their
own. Japanese people invented their Imperial era starting from the first em-

peror Jimmu, but threw it away unawaredly.

Translation from Japanese “Naze 2000 nen mo keika shite shimattanoka?” in
Litteraire ed. 1999 Guide of the most recommendable books 2000:14-15. Metalogue
12/Dec/1999
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