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wi七h wha七 shouldsocial science concern i七self?

Hashizume: 工七hink七ha七七hefundamen七almessage of Theory of Con-
temporary Society [*1]， which you published las七 year，was in the 
form of ques七ions:wha七 areour curren七 problems，with wha七 should
sociology and social science concern七hemselves?The book does no七
presen七 especiallynew informa七ion. The sec七ionon environmen七al
prob1ems seems rough1y based on a Wor1d wa七chrepor七 and七he七heo-
ry of consumer socie七yhas preceden七sin Baudri11ard and others. 
Bu七 youdo no七 JUs七 rehash七hese--七he5七rongpoin七 ofthe book 
comes七hroughin七heway you organize and presen七七heseques七ions.
In七heAf七erwordyou wri七e七ha七 "Fora 5七uden七 ofsociology，七hese
are issues to which one can devo七e 七heenergy of an en七irelife-
七imewi七hou七 regre七・" 工七ook七ha七七obe a reproach七oyoung 
sociologis七s--youare inc1uding七hemin七heproblem. Tha七 problem
is七ha七七hebasic issues of indus七rialsocie七y have changed. 工n
七hepas七七herewas the problem of organiza七ion， but now七ha七 has
become secondary and nearly resolved we are confron七edwi七h 七he
limi七5of七heenvironment. So long as七hereare limi七S 七0 七heen-
vironmen七七heeternal prob1回 nsof七heexis七enceof七herich and 
七heimpoverished， of rulers and七heruled， canno七 bereso1ved. 
Mos七 of七hediscussion in developed coun七ries七odayamoun七S 七0
pallia七ive.Reduc七ionof carbon dioxide emissions or aid七ounde-
veloped na七ions七o5七oppopula七l.ongrow七h.We wi11 be 5七uckin 
七hispredicamen七 aslong as we do no七 ex七endour七hinking七omore 
fundamen七a1poin七5.My firs七 impressionof七hisbook's 5七reng七hs
was七ha七 i七 poin七ed，ou七 problems七hathave to be examined. 
工七 isimpor七an七七ha七 i七 is七hesociologis七 Mi七aMunesuke saying 
七his. Ano七herperson couldn'七 havedone i七. The image工 haveof 
you comes from reading Toward a Theory of Human Liberation [*2] 
and Theory of Value Consciousness [*3]. 工七 issignifican七七ha七 a
socio1，ogis七 whohas ，examined problems of human happiness and ex-
is七encenow is七urning七omacro problems. To me i七 issignifican七
七ha七 ra七her七hansomeone who七hinksonly abou七 macroproblems， you 
speak as someone in my own fie1d， someone who has七hough七 sincere-
ly abou七 microprobl'ems， when you wri七e in七heAf七erword，工 want
七0七horough1yreflec七 onques七ionssuch as七heself and 1ove， 

iden七i七yand reali七y，me七amorphosesin七hepercep七ionof七hemean-
ing of life， bu七工 havecome七0七heconclusion七ha七 inprepara七ion
for七ha七 oneI 

Mi七a: In fac七 wha七工 rea11ywan七ed七odiscus5 were wha七 youmigh七
ca11 ':5of七， que5七ion5: 七heque5七ionof how in con七emporary50cie七y
七he5e1f or七heego or七he5ubject--wha七 isca11ed iden七i七y--crum-
b1e5 and i5 recon5七i七u七ed， and 'micro' ques七ionssuch as七hoseof 
'七heimpo5sibi1i七Yof 1ove' and七hecon七radic七ion5of re1ation-
ship5. There was a七imewhen peop1e七hough七七here'wa5a hard七heo-
ry七hatcou1d be re1ied on when doing七ha七 kindof七hing・ Bu七 i七
is c1ear七ha七 nosuch七heoryexis七sa七 presen七， so if one doe5n'七

bring七oge七heronese1f wha七 onecan one doe5n'七 havea base from 
which七0七hinkabou七 softprob1em5. Tha七'5wha七 go七 me5七arted.

Hashizume: My second impre55ion， and七hiscome5 from my under-
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s七andingof your socia1七heoryas a who1e， is七ha七 youcon七inueto 
main七aina s七ubborndefense of moderni七y. You are a modeどnis七 and
a ra七ionalis七. You七akea c1eaど posi七ion七ha七 happiness1ies in 
七hepersis七en七 ex七ensionof human freedom (ra七her七hanrights) and 
of七he1a七en七 po七en七ia1of every individua1，七ha七七hisis righ七，
and七ha七 moderni七y is a socie七y formed for七hisend. Perhaps eve-
ryone 1iving in七hemodern wor1d wou1d七ake七hisposi七ion， bu七 you
are remarkab1e for your ex七remeclari七Y・工七hink七ha七 evenamong 
modernis七s七hereare various types. 工nJapan， for example，七here
were a 10七 ofMarxis七 modernists:people who insis七ed七ha七七ore-
a1ize individual happiness one had七o figh七 socialproblems 
七hroughMarxism. Of course七hiswas七heresul七 of七heera， which 
probably would be true of your a七七itudetoo， bu七 even 七houghi七
was a period when Marxism was s七rongyou pursued a kind of micro 
七heoどY七ha七 wa5no七 connec七ed七omacro七heoryin七ha七 way. Perhaps 
earlier七hananyone el5e you 100ked for a way七o 七hinkabou七七he
macro on七heba5is of七hemicro world， by freehand， 50七o5peak. 

Mi七a:There'5 an e1emen七 of七ru七hin wha七 youare saying. 工 have
七heimage of being more of an an七i-moderni5tthan no七， and you 
have phra5ed 七hi5poin七 be七七erthan 工 cou1d. 1 have carried ou七 a 
cri七iqueof moderni七y in Comparative Sociology of Time [*4] and 
O七herplaces， bu七 a七 a fundamental leve1工 wa55七res5ing七hings
1ike七heunity of七hebody， 5en5ation， and natura1ne5s agains七 a
cer七ainkind of modern ra七ionali5m，va1uing七hing5七ha七 seemedim-
por七antto me bu七 wereno七 'modern.' If 1 had七o say where 
七hee55ence of modernity 1ie5 i七 wouldbe， as you 5aid， in七he
七akingof reliance a5 a principle in con七ra5七七o freedom， in七he
exis七enceof七heindividua1 a5 a discree七¥ilnl.七.工 'vebeen 5een as 
a communa1is七， bu七 my七hinkingi5 basica11y differen七 on七hepoin七
七ha七 whi1e工 cer七ainly1ike七heidea of a communi七y，工 rejec七七he
七ypeof communi七Y 七ha七 con5七rains七hefreedom of七heindividual.工
prefer communi七ie5七ha七 can be free1y dissolved. 工 didn・七 say 七his
a七 1eng七h in七hebook and工'msurprised七ha七 i七 isso c1ear七。

you. 

Ha5hizume: 工 wou1dsay七herea50n七ha七 crl.七iqueand defen5e of 
moderni七ycoexis七 herei5 tha七七heprincip1es by which one cri七i-
cize5 moderni七yare七hemse1ve5modern. The macro 5y5七em七ha七 cur-
ren七1yexis七sis a bad form of moderni七y. The me七hodof七hiscri-
七ique， 1 would say， i5七opoin七 ou七 howfar七hissy5七emis in de-
via七ionfrom wha七 moderni七y inna七e1yis aimed a七. Wha七 moderni七Y
is is a que5七ions七il1in dispu七e，bu七 none七heless七heindividua1 
and freedom are seen as i七sgreates七 resu1七5. 工fone adop七S 七his
as a ba5ic poin七 ofview，七henwha七eversor七 ofan七i-5Y5七emiccri-
七iqueone make5 of七hemodern 5ystem one wi11 find 50me七hing1e-
gi七ima七ein moderni七y. 1七hin)屯七hi5is where七heinf1uence and 
s七reng七hof your argumen七 lie.
To七ouchon my own work，工 mY5e1fa1waY5 have mean七七obe a re5o-
1u七emodernis七. 工 1ikemoderni七yand don ・七七hink七herei5 any 0七h-
er poin七 ofview one can adop七. For七ha七 rea50nI'm no七 in七ere5七ed
in flir七ingwi七hcommuna1ism， or wi七hMarxism， po5七-modernism， or 
anti-moderni5m. Ye七 readingyou，七ha七 i5，my own predecessor，工

had七hefee1ing七ha七 even七houghyou had七he5ame poin七 ofview 
our view5 of moderni七ywere a 1i七七1edifferen七. 工 wa5 in七ere5七ed
in 1anguage， for七herea50n七ha七 in1anguage freedom and rules co-
exi5七. 工七 5eemed 七obe 1ike 七hewor1d: 七heremu5七 be ru1e5 for 
七hereto be freedom， and the more order七herei5七hemore freedom 
increa5es. 工fone七hen七hink5abou七七here1a七ionof七heindividual 
and 50cie七ya5 a who1e， since words are communica七ion，the c1earer 
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七heindividua1 is七hemore the circui七七ha七 connec七S七hewho1e 
wi11 be broken--七hiswas a we1come and na七ura1conc1usion七ha七 I
reached by examining socie七yw~七h socio1ogy as my weapon. 工fone 
simp1y七hinks七ha七七heindividua1 is freedom， one usual1y can'七

avoid concluding七ha七七hewhole cons七rains七heindividua1 and one 
can't help bu七 re七urn七0七heidea 七ha七 unfreedom， rules， res七どic-
七ions， limi七ations， to wi七 necessi七y， cons七an七1yweigh down on 
freedom. There may have been七imeswhen peop1e七hough七七ha七， bu七
i七 seemed七ome七omiss the poin七.工 wan七ed七oshif七七he1ines of 
suppor七 between七heindividual and freedom， and七hatis七hereason 
工 S七uck七0 七heques七ionof language. A1l of七hisis a self-ana1y-
sis of my own work， bu七 i七 is七hepoin七 where工 ammos七 conscious
of七hedifferences be七weenwha七 youand I are doing. 

Nor七h-Sou七h Rela七ions and Environrnen七al problems 

Hashizume: The second and七hirdchap七ersof Theory of Contemporary 
Society are on environmen七a1and na七ural-resourceproblems and 
Nor七h-Southre1a七~ons ， respec七ive1y. One cou1d say七ha七七hechap七-
er on the environmen七 asks，"Can we rea11y be comp1e七e1yhappy?" 
and七hechap七eron Nor七h-Sou七hre1ations， "How can we a11 be 
happy?" You a1so discussed七heseprob1ems， particu1ar1y七heprob-
1em of Nor七h-Sou七hre1a七ions， in Toward a Theory of Human Libera-
tion. One can'七 besure七ha七 everyonecan be happy when each per-
son has independent desires， bu七 a七七hesame七imei七 isno七 com-
p1e七e1yimpossib1e. You seem七ohave七aken七ha七 asa condi七ion
when you discuss七hecon七iguityand comp1emen七ari七Yof desires. 
One person's desire encompasses and sub1e七S七hedesire of ano七her，

and七hehappier七he0七heris七hehappier七hefirst wi11 be， so if 
七hisre1a七ionshipcan be estab1ished七heneveryone can be happy， 

indeed comp1e七e1yhappy--you poin七edou七七his七heore七ica1pos-
sibi1i七Y・ Bu七 beyond七hepossibi1i七Y of七ransformingsocia1ism 
七hrough七heidea of七hecommune， you didn'七七a1kconcre七e1yabou七
wha七 kindof macro socia1 condi七ionswou1d make七hispossib1e. 工n
your mos七どecen七 bookyou say七ha七 North-Sou七hre1ations are verg-
ing on crisis and七ha七七hereare limi七s七0七hesolu七ions七oenvi-
ronmen七a1prob1ems， making七hesense of crisis七ha七 youconvey 
very concre七e.Wha七 makesthis book s七andou七 is七ha七 youdo so in 
a s七y1e七ha七 appea1sno七 simp1yto peop1e who on1y are in七eres七ed
in micro prob1ems bu七 a1so七opeop1e who are versed in macro七heo-
ry. 

Mi七a: 工 basica11ywan七edto say七ha七 informa七ion/consump七ionso-
cie七yhas p1en七yof possibili七iesin facing七hefu七ure. Bu七七he
prob1ems of七heenvironmen七 andna七ura1resources and of Nor七h-
Sou七hre1a七ionscan'七 beskipped over. The reason is七ha七七hese
七woprob1ems are a s七rongsource of suppor七 for七heargumen七七ha七
informa七ion/consump七ionsociety does no七 havea fu七ure. Those who 
affirm information/consump七ionsocie七Ydo no七七rea七七heseprob1ems 
adequa七e1y， bu七七heycan'七 beavoided. 工 supposeone cou1d dodge 
cri七icismby saying七ha七 incomparison七0 七hese， inequa1i七Y is a 
much grea七erprob1em. Bu七 onecan'七 ske七chou七 aposi七ionaffirm-
ing informa七ion/consump七ionsocie七y in good fai七hwi七hou七 ser~ous-
1y confron七inghead-on七heprob1ems of七heenvironmen七 andna七ura工
resources and of Nor七h-Sou七hre1a七ions. 工七hink七hesehave emerged 
as七hebasis for cri七iqueof an affirma七iveposi七ionbecause七hey
are七hemos七 concre七e 1imi七s.

Hashizume: You es七ablisha high七hresholdwi七hex七remelys七ric七

う

S七andardsfor七hinkingabout七hepossibi1ities of七hefu七ure. My 
cri七eriaare not as high， bu七 Is七il工七hink七ha七七hefu七urewill 
be difficul七. You conclude七ha七 even七hough七he七hresholdis high 
七hepossibili七iesare七here，which makes me in七eres七ed七oknow why 
you have such confidence. There are various predic七ions七ha七 in
七hefu七ureeven七hemost ordinary lifes七y1ewill be difficu1七七o
achieve. The popula七ionwill reach 15 billion by 2050， caどbon
dioxide leve1s are increasing，七heglobe is warming--a 10七 ofpre-
dic七ionsdon ・七 pain七 arosy pic七ure. 工七ake七hisseriously and 
find i七 pre七七y
dismaying. Where七henwi1l one find possibi1i七iesfor coexistence 
七ha七 wi11c1arify s七andardss七rictenough七o found a micro七heory?
One s七ra七egyis a series of concep七S七ha七 arere1a七ivelydis七anced
from 七hema七erial. Tha七 is impor七an七， isn・七 i七.

Mita: This is a difficu1七 ques七ion. To begin wi七h七heexamp1es 
closes七七ohand，七he七hreehi七 produc七slas七 yearwere Purikura， 

'Fina1 Fan七asyV工工 and七heTamago七chi. FFV工Icos七・ 6800for七.wo
CD-ROM disks. The cos七 of七hema七eria1swas 1ess七hana few 
hundred yen， and七heres七 was七hevalue of七heinforma七ion. Since 
informa七ioniza七ionand consump七ionare bound七oge七her， if you use 
informa七ioniza七ionas a 1ever you can increase marke七 va1ueeven 
if you reduce七hep1undering of resources. This may no七 seem1ike 
much bu七 infac七 i七 isqui七e impor七an七 asa firs七-hand， rea1 exam-
p1e of how七oreso1ve七heproblem of resources and七heenvironmen七
wi七h七hecurrent marke七 economyand consumer socie七y as given. 
Capi七alismrequires七hepossibi1i七Yof expanding mar]屯e七 demand.
Whi1e七hispossibili七y is unlimi七edin princip1e，工七hink七ha七七he
difficul七 issueof how ac七ua11y七omee七七ha七 requiremen七 whilere-
ducing七hep1undering of resources and七hedes七ruc七ionof七heen-
vironmen七 becomesresolvable through informa七ioniza七ion. 工n七he
book工 offerCocoa Puffs as七heclassica1 examp1e， bu七 youcou1d 
say 七hesame 七hingabou七 Purikura， 'FFV工工 or七heTamago七chi.
Why Nor七h-Sou七hrela七ionsnecessari1y en七erin七o七hisprob1em is 
no七 obviousfrom common sense. 工fone 100ks a七 variousda七a 工

think one aspec七 of七heprob1em回nergess七rong1y，七ha七七heSou七h
bears七hebrun七 of七heNor七h'sどich， high-consumption socie七Y・

P1aces 1ike Africa are七heclassical example. It is repor七ed七ha七
famine arises because of f1oods， drough七sand 0七herna七ura1dis-
as七ers， bu七七herea1i七yis七hat七hrough七hein七erven七ionof dic七a-
七oria110ca1 au七hori七ies七heland七ha七 oncewas used七o grow nec-
essary foods七uffshas been taken over by mu1tina七iona1corpora-
七ionsfor七hecul七iva七ionof 1uxury produc七saimed at deve10ped 
coun七ries. Supply of basic foods七uffsfor七hegenera1 popu1ace has 
been chased七omarginal land where七hena七uralc::ondi七ionsare 
poor. Tha七 kindof land is easi1y damaged by na七uraldisasters. 
Te1evision in rich coun七riesonly shows七hef100ds and drough七s，

bu七七hisproblem is in七hebackground. You can say七hesame七hing
abou七 why七hereare dic七ators， or abou七七hepopu1a七ionproblem. To 
pu七 i七七he0七herway around， if i七 ispossib1e七odevelop a rich 
socie七ywi七hou七 plundeどingna七uralresources，七heni七 ispossib1e 
七osolve七heproblem withou七七ha七 plundering. Therefore bein 



and七ha七七hereis a 1igh七 f1ickeringin七hedis七ance. Fundamen七a1-
1y， informa七ion/con9ump七ionsocie七ycan survive wi七hou七 p1undering
na七ura1resources end1ess1y， and the determina七ionto endure con-
七ro1sfor around fif七yyears' in order七oreach七hisgoa1 probab1y 
wi11 arise precise1y for七hisreason. Thinking七ha七 thehuman race 
wi11 die ou七 no ma七七erwha七 is no七 exact1y a case of Mannheim's 
'se1f-fu1fi11ing prophecy，' bu七 i七 won'七

produce七hiskind of de七er官tina七ion. For七hesame reason I won'七

say op七imis七ica11y七ha七 wedon'七 needcon七ro1sor anything e1se. 

Hashizume: We must have hope， bu七 a1socon七ro1s. These go toge七h-
er， and if there isn'七 someprospec七 for七hefu七urei七 wi11be im-
possib1e to ge七七hrough七hepresen七ーー七hisis a very persuasive way 
of七hinkingand工七end七oagree with it. Bu七工 senseour images of 
wha七 kindof res七ric七ionsare necessary differ sligh七1y・ 1agree 
七ha七 isworthwhi1e七oencourage--within七helimi七S of possibili七y-
-the produc七ionof added economic va1ue in ways七ha七 dono七 depend
on materia1s， in the be1ief七ha七 a1ibera1 economic system can 
func七ionwi七hreduced burdens on七heenvironmen七. Germany and 0七h-
er p1aces s七rong1ypromo七ethe idea七ha七 producershave respon-
sibi1ity for disposa1 of七heproduc七 andshould add七ha七 cos七七o
七hecos七 of
manufac七uring. I would say七ha七 yourargumen七 isclose七0七ha七
perspec七ive， an ex七ensionof i七.
I once tried七o 七hinkabou七 wherecapi七alis七 socie七Ywou1d go if 
it developed in七hisway， and conc1uded七ha七 i七 wou1ddraw c10ser 
to na七ure. For examp1e， power 1ines are ex七endedin order七obring 
energy to places 七ha七 needi七ー-apre七七ycare1ess me七hod.Bu七 in 
na七ure七hereare various ways， such as sun1igh七，七ode1iveど energy
where i七 isneeded. There are insec七sand 0七her七inycrea七ures，

plants ga七herminu七eamoun七sof me七a1sand do a11 sor七sof 0七her
七hings， and七hisexists in a kind of harmony. 工 imagined七ha七 hu-
mankind's ar七ificia1world migh七 bemoving七owardan imi七a七ionof 
七his.Today's micro-robots and high-七empera七uresuperconduc七ors
may be poin七ingin七ha七 direc七ion.Bu七七hisreal1y is七a1kabou七
七hedis七an七 fu七ure.

Mi七a:To七e11the七ru七h，工 agree七hatwithin 1imi七scapita1ism is 
mov土ngc10ser to na七ure. 工七hink七heidea七ha七七hemore cu1七ure
deve10ps七hefar七heri七 movesfrom na七ure ~s JUs七 dogma. 工fone 
100ks a七 c10七hes，for examp1e， people wa1king around New York are 
a 10七 c10ser七ona七ure七hana七七hebeginning of moderni七yor dur-
ing七hevic七orianage. A 七ypeof decu1七ura1iza七ionhas七akenp1ace 
from七hefeuda1 period七omoderni七Y・ Moderni七yappears as七hena七-

ura1iza七ionof七hehigh1y cu1七uredfeuda1 period， and one cou1d 
even say七ha七 theshif七 from七hearis七ocra七iccu1七ureof七heanci-
en七 period七0七herise七opower of warriors in七hemidd1e ages was 
a kind of decu1七ura1iza七ionand re七urn七o na七ure ~ Then in七hefeu-
da1 period cu1七ureappeared againi a七七hebeginning of moderni七y a 
na七ura1iza七ion七ookp1ace with respect七oi七ina七ura1iza七ionwas 
fo11owed by七hemu1七ip1ica七ionof forms of cu1ture， and now na七u-
ra1iza七ionis七akingp1ace once more. On七he0七herhand because 
七herefinemen七 ofan七i-na七ura工七echno1ogyhas been advancing， I 
see na七ura1iza七ionand七herefinemen七 of an七~-na七ura1 七echno1ogy
as mu七ua11yopposed po1es wi七h 七he剖np1i七udebe七，ween七hemgradua1-
1y increasing. 工 don'七 knowif七hisis七hesame as wha七 youare 
saying， bu七 Idon'七 be1ieve七ha七 peop1eon1y are deve10ping七ech-
no1ogy and are being irreversib1y dena七ura1ized.

「

Transforma七ions of Reali七Y

Hashizume: 工 wou1d1ike七o七a1kabou七 an~ssue 七ha七 you don'七

bring up direc七1yin your new book，七ransforma七ionsof rea1i七yand 
identi七y. Firs七 ofa11七oexp1ain my own七hough七9，工 don'七七hink
of 'rea1i七y' as the rea1 i七se1f， bu七 ra七heras i七simage. 工fone 
considers percep七ion，wha七工 meanis c1ear. Cer七ain1y七hereis a 
rea1 here， but七ha七 rea1i七selfis not 'reali七y.・工 perceive七he
rea1，工 fee1'i七 usingmy body，工 conceiveof i七 inmy head and 
give i七 meaningand va1ue. 'Rea1i七y' is wha七 isrecons七i七u七edon 
my par七 when七herea1 is represen七edin七hisway. This basica11y 
is an image， a projec七edimage. Therefore many七ypesof reali七Y
mus七 bepossible， depending on七heprocess of production of this 
image. 工'dsay this is七hemos七 simp1edefini七ionof rea1i七Y・ Hu-
mans norma11y crea七erea1i七yas七hey1ive. 
工nforma七ioniza七ionrefashions七herelations among images， indepen-
den七lyof human mechanisms of percep七ion. Recent1y七hishas been 
par七icu1ar1yacce1era七edby e1ec七ronic七echno1ogy. For examp1e 
when one 100ks a七 apic七ureone has an addi七iona1percep七ion七ha七
七hisis an image represen七inga rea1七hing--七hereis a doub1e re-
1a七ionship. The con七en七 ofpercep七ionbecomes richer as a resu1七.

工ns七eadof 100king a七 area1 f10wer one 100ks a七 apic七ure七ha七
depic七sa f1ower， and七hus七hereis a re1a七ionship七ha七 canbe en-
joyed a七七wo1eve1s. There are simi1ar re1a七ionshipsin pho七0-
graphs and cinema七icimages as we11 as in七heimages of rea1i七y
crea七edin 1anguage. These are again reproduced， making one's per-
ceived wor1d bo七h indirec七 andwider. Rea1i七y七husbecomes multi-
1ayered and more refined. One person can easi1y refine his sense 
of rea1i七Yby perceiving ano七herperson's perceived wor1d--isn'七
七hisinforma七ioniza七ion?The phenomenon of informa七ioniza七ion
cou1d be seen as七hecrea七ionof 1arge changes in a person's real-
i七Y・工f工 mayspecu1a七eas七owhy you are interes七edin七heques-
七ionsof rea1i七y and informa七ionization， i七 isbecauseyou are 
concerned wi七hhappiness，七hatis， a percep七ionof va1ue七ha七 peo司

p1e crea七eas七heygive meaning七o1iving. Na七ura11y，七hen，you 
are in七eres七edin七heforms of rea1i七Y・Andby ex七ension，wi七h
七ransforma七ionsof rea1i七Yby informa七ioniza七ion. This is re1a七ed
七o七heprob1em of na七ura1resources七00. If one accep七s七ha七 in-
forma七ionis an impor七an七 parame七erin 
七heachievemen七 ofhuman happiness， we have wha七 cou1dbe ca11ed 
an amp1ifier for h 

Mi七a: 工七hinkyou're righ七七ha七 informa七ioniza七ioncan become a 
kind of 包 np1ifierfor happiness.'To me， informa七ionexis七edbefore 
informa七ionsocie七yand exists in anima1s as well. Informa七ion
'gives foどID.' Tha七 is， informa七ionis wha七 gives form七odifferen七
ma七eria1s--forexamp1e，七os七aywi七h 七heques七ionof happiness， 

wha七 onefee1s happiness七owarddepends on七heform七ha七 i七七akes.
工nforma七ionis a kind of source of va1ues and in princip1e has 
been so since primi七ive七imes. Thus in today's so-ca11ed informa-
七ionsocie七Y 七hemedia七echnologyfor informa七ionadvanced，七hese
media amp1ified七hepossibi1i七ies七ha七 informa七ionpossessed， and 
七hereis七hepo七en七ia1for various forms of i七七ocon七inue七obe 
inven七ed.

Hashizume: Bu七工 do七hink七hatit i6 S七illunde七erminedwhe七her
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七headvance of informa七ionmedia and七echn010gyare a condi七ion
for human happiness. Sure1y peop1e who 1ive smack in七hemidd1e of 
na七urewi七hou七 informa七ionmedia and the 1ike can be happy. And 
one rea11y needs七0 七hinkabou七 whe七heror not peop1e become more 
happy and whether or no七七he1eve1 of freedom increases七hemore 
informa七ionmedia advance. To七akean ex七remeexamp1e，七hemedia 
bring wi七hthem here七oforeunseen possibi1i七ies， such as peop1e 
who wa七chon1y videos， 10se七heirsense of ac七ua1i七y， and commi七
seria1 murders. This is a poin七七ha七 1sense one can'七 beop七imis-
七icabou七. A 1i七七1edoubt needs 七obe cas七 on represen七a七ionsof 
informa七ion/consump七ionsocie七yas having one fixed pa七七ernof 
making human 
happiness possible. 

Mi七a: There are七woques七ions七ha七 shouldbe considered in wha七
you jus七 said: does七headvance of informa七ionmedia increase hu-
man happiness， and does i七 incどeasethe level of freedom. 1 don'七

know if i七 increaseshappiness--i七 cer七ainlyincreases unhappiness 
七00. The ques七ionof whe七her七heincrease in happine6s or unhappi-
ness is grea七ercan'七 be.-quan七ifiedin七hemanner of welfare eco-
nomics. Bu七工七hinkyou can say七ha七七helevel of freedom increas-
es. Since i七 iscer七ain七ha七七helevel of freedom increases， i七
defini七elyopens up possibili七ies. Tha七 is，七hecapacity of people 
七ochoose剖 nongthe kinds of happiness七ha七七heycan discover in 
socie七yhas increased. 

Hashizume: That is how i七 norma11yis seen. For examp1e if there 
is bo七hrose and a pic七ureof a rose， one can 100k at ei七he.rr:七he
rose or七hepic七ure. Cer七ain1ythe capaci七y for choice is increas-
ing. Bu七 cou1dn・七七hishappen七oo?A chi1d who has jus七 beenborn 
is surrounded wi七hpic七urebooks and七he工n七erne七. He knows fish 
from 100king a七 pic七ures， he knows roses from 100king a七 pic七ures.
So experience七ha七 ismedia七ed七hroughthe media becomes primary 
and he approaches rea1七hingsby verifying七hemagains七七hemedia. 
工n 七ha七 casedoesn'七 he10se七hemost impor七an七 formof experi-
ence，七heabi1i七Y 七obe happy， and七heabi1i七Y.to correc七1yper-
ceive七here1ationship be七weenhis own body and七heou七sidewor1d? 
This is a criticism one of七enhears. 

Mi七a: Tha七'6no七 comple七elywrong in七ermsof wha七 mayac七uallybe 
happening. Bu七 ifsomeone only knows wild birds from pic七ures， i七
is because i七 hasbecome unusual七osee real wild birds. The level 
of freedom has increased， bu七七hereis ano七herfac七orat work--七he
problem is七ha七 onehalf of七heoriginal pair has disappeared. So 
i七 ispossible七ha七七hecapacity for choice may no七 reallyin-
crease. But ra七her七han七heresul七 of七headvance of media七ech-
nology，七hisis more of a ques七ionof social s七ruc七ure.

Hashizume: When七hereis bo七ha pic七ureof a rose and a rose， if 
one七hinksabou七 i七七hecapaci七y for choice increases and-becomes 
richer bu七 as七rugglebegins over which is real. Does wha七 infor-
ma七ionmedia deliver have priori七y， or do real things七ha七 one
confirms wi七hone's own body have priori七y?Normally i七 is.rr:ea工
七hings， bu七 becauseinforma七ioniza七ionhas a great田noun七 ofau-
thori七y and influence，七hisge七sreversed. 工fi七 isreversed七he
numbers don'・七 increase and ge七 richer， one jus七 en七ersa differen七
r，eali七y.

Mi七a:My conclusion as七owhy七hathappens is七ha七 i七 isnoit only 
the faul七 ofinforma七ionmedia. One can by七urns feel and then no七
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fee1 an extreme sense of rea1i七Y 七owarda cer七ainobjec七. The sup-
por七 ofan 0七heris a七 workhere. That is， some七hing七ha七 seems
rea1 bo七h for onese1f and for an impor七an七 o七herbecomes a sup-
por七.工nProus七七hereis a remark， ，工 fee1as if七herose now be-
fore my eyes is no七七herea1七hing.' He means七ha七 on1y七herose 
he saw as a child can fee1どea1. The s七ruc七urehere is七ha七 ofa 
rose七ha七 bo七hhe as a chi1d and someone from his fami1y or 
someone e1se c10se七ohim saw and shared七oge七heras an impor七an七
七hing・Wou1dn・七七hereason七ha七 some七hingseen on te1evision seems 
more rea1 now be七ha七七hes七ructureof the 0七herhas changed? Tha七
is， for a person and an 0七her七ha七
is importan七七ohim， for a chi1d perhaps a scho01 friend--wha七
everyone sees and shares is七e1evision. 工f七hatis七hecase，七hen
・七hescene 七ha七 was on 七ha七 show ・can be fe1t as ex七reme1yrea1. 
工七 'sno七 visua1 media 七hemse1ves， bu七 a mat七eど of 七hekind of 0七h-
er wi七hwhich one h01ds七ha七 imagein common. 

Hashizume: Of course i七 isgoing too far七o say i七 a11is七he
fau1七 ofcinematic media， bu七工 don'七七hinkyou can say i七'sunre-
1a七ed. 工n 七hepas七 chi1drengo七七oge七herand did七hings1ike raise 号

S七raydogs， and七hrough七ha七 kindof shared experience七heyex-
perienced in七ense1y七hemeaning of七ha七 1ivingdog or ca七. Bu七 now
七heon1y thing七heycan experience toge七herare Tamago七chi--七hey
share an indirec七 imageof 1ife七hroughmedia七001s. They don'七
experience 1ife and form七heirown image of i七. And because if 
七hingsare reduced七0七ha七 mode，七hemedia七ha七 crea七e七hisspace 
of七wo-dimensiona1experience are七hemedia of 
informa七ion/consump七ionsocie七y， you can'七 say七ha七七heyhave no 
responsibi1ity for i七.

Mi七a: 1七'sno七 tha七七heyhave no responsibi1ity， bu七 ifone asks 
why te1evision or Tamago七chior media have ended up possessing re-
a1i七y，工七hink七ha七七hes七ruc七ureof七here1a七ionshipwi七h七he
。七heren七ersin. 

Hashizume: 1 know wha七 youmean. 工 agree. The next ques七ionthen 
is， if the rela七ionshipwi七h七heother has changed， if七herela-
七ionshipwith七hemedia has changed， if in informa七ion/consump七ion
society people with a new reali七yare increasing， wha七 meahing
does this have for七hefundamen七al， e七ernalissue of how humans 
achieve happiness? 工七 could be posi七iveor nega七iveor， 1 suppose， 
even neu七ral.

Mi七a: 工fone considers jus七七heinfluence exer七edby media七ech-
nology， 1 think i七 basicallyis posi七ive. There cer七ainlyare 
nega七iveaspec七s，bu七工 don'七七hink七hosecome from七headvance of 
media七echnologyi七self.

Hashizume: If七ha七 is七hecase，七henhave a mode of behavior and 
cul七ure七ha七 correspondappropriately七omedia七echnologyno七 ye七
七akenshape? 

Mi七a: Tha七 isso， bu七 morefundamen七ally， isn'七 i七 aques七ionof 
the disman七lingof na七ureand七hingsrela七ed七oi七? There is a 
nega七ivedisman七lingof reali七y 七ha七 resul七sand which somehow may 
be rela七ed七0 七herefinemen七 ofmedia七echnology， bu七 1don'七

七hinki七'sa ma七七erof 七hisdisman七lingoccurring because of 七his
refinemen七.

Hashizume: 工'dlike to consider七hepossi'bili七y 七ha七七heyare七wo
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sides of七hesame coin. 

Mi七a: The dismantling of na七ureand七herise of media七echnology
cer七ainlyhave advanced together and aどe in七er七winedwi七heach 
o七her， bu七 工七hinkone should separa七e 七hemas fac七ors. 工fone 
七hinksof every七hingas七ied七oge七herand a's one se七，七hefu七ure
disappears. As工 havesaid， one needs to cr.i七iquedifferen七 as-
pec七sof moderni七y a七七hesame七imet.ha七 onedefends absolu七ely
七hefreedom of七heindividual as七heresul七 ofmodernity ・ 工 七hink
one needs to七ake七hesame posi七エonW1.七hrespec七七0 七hepresen七.

Separa七ing七heseas fac七orsis more produc七ivefor social七heory.

Hashizume: 工 don'tthink七ha七 media七echnologycan be res七rained
ei七her， so工 agree七hatone should search for a me七hod七ha七 can
七akei七 in七oaccoun七 well.But I do七hink七ha七七hedisman七lingof 
na七ureand七heissue of media七echnologyaJ:1e in七ima七elyrela七ed.
工fyou read what Yoro Takeshi has wri七七en， for ex田nple， 七hebrain 
and na七ureare sharply opposed and七hisis七hesame problem as 
七ha七 of七heci七y and 0七herparts of七hena七uralenvironmen七七ha七
can'七 becon七ro1led. Images give bir七h七oimages and reali七y is 
reborn in media; 七hisin 七urnis s七どengthenedin 七hemode of '七he
O七heris doing七hesame七hing.・工f七hisis七hecase七henI feel 
七ha七七hereis a high possibili七Y 七ha七 some七hingyou discuss a七
1eng七h in七hisbook will happen: 七hedisappearance of七heen七ranc-
es and exi七s七oindus七ria1socie七y，which is advancing a七七hesame 
七ime七hatna七ureis being destroyed and tramp1ed under foo七.

Mi七a: 工七hink七ha七 isso， bu七 ifone七urns七owha七 kindof socie七y
one should imagine for the future， consider七hefollowing: if one 
had 100 hec七orsof green land bu七 only七he七echnology七obuild 
one-s七orybuildings， all of七heland would have七obe dug up七0

achieve a cer七ainnumber of square me七ers. Bu七 wi七h七he七echno1ogy
七obuild a fif七Y巴 fours七orybuilding [七hisconversa七ion七ookplace 
on七hefif七y-four七h f1oor]， one could ge七七hesame number of 
square me七erswhi1e leaving more than nine七ypercent of七heland 
green. 工n七herela七ionshipbe七，ween七echnologyand nature i七 is
possible to separa七eand combine the e1emen七sin七hisway. 

Hashizume: Don'七 buildone-s七orybuildings， build skyscrapers--
七ha七 kindof choice exis七sif people wan七七obuild skyscrapers no七
because七hey七hink七heyare fan七as七ic， bu七 ra七herbecause七heyin-
七end七opro七ect.na七ure. The problem is whe七herpeople have七ha七
in七en七ionor no七. Exac七lywhere will people 
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each七elevisions七a七ion'sprime time and七ha七七heywould ge七 such
high ra七ings. The shows have bo七hsides-四七heycer七ainlyare popu-
lar because七heyare drama七izedbu七 a七七hesame time they are say-
ing七ha七七hereis news behind七heshow， which mus七 havesome a七回
七rac七1.on.

Hashizume: Tha七 iswha七 ispeculiar abou七 today'simage-cen七ered
media. 工n七heera when七herewas only movable七ype， fic七ionand 
nonfic七ionwere dis七inc七lysepara七ed. There was a convic七ion七ha七
a real七ru七hexis七edand nonfic七ionwas wha七 pursuedi七. This con-
vic七ioni七selfalmos七 hadthe power of my七h. This is a very七ena-
cious way of七hinking--akind of uns七oppabledesire， as if based 
on religious premises，七opursue七ru七hou七sideof七heself and 
ou七sideof socie七Y・ Theidea七ha七 thereis some七hingcertain out-
side was one of七heunassailable convic七ionsof modernity ・This
fostered七heno七1.on七ha七 na七uresupports socie七yor七ha七七どU七h
suppor七s七heself， but i七'sreally plausible七osee七heseas pro-
duced in七heopposi七eway，七ha七 because七hereis socie七yna七ure
exis七soutside of it and七ha七 because七hereis individual cogni-
七ion七he subjec七 exis~ニs ou七sideof it. One could say七ha七七his
la七七ermode of product.ion is real1y jus七七hefulfillmen七 of七he
change七hroughwhich， in七hisage of media， fic七ionand nonfic七ion
七どaverse七heboundary be七ween七hemand fuse 七oge七her.'To pursue 
this hypo七hesisfur七her， behind freedom and 七heindividual-ー七he
poin七sof reference of moderni七y--lies七heproblem of whe七her
七hereis an abso1u七epoin七 ofreference ou七sideof socie七Y・ Inthe 
previous age of fic七ion/nonfic七ion，七hiswas七hebenchmark for七he
reali七Yof nonfic七ion・ Ye七 i七 ispossible七ha七 sucha benchmark is 
a projec七ion--七o七hepoin七 ofinfini七y--of七hedesire七ha七七he
marke七 demands，七ha七 is， of七heindividual七ha七 moderni七ydemands 
as a sys七em.And of course工 couldsay七hesame abou七 myself，七ha七
工 exis七 asa proJec七ionof七hedemands of modernity. I would like 
七oknow wha七 you七hinkabou七七hisproblem. 

Mi七a: Tha七 cer七ainlyis a big issue. 工 unders七and七heou七linesof 
wha七 youmean， bu七 ifyou could narrow it a bi七， wha七 ispecifically
is七heissue you wan七七o ge七 a七?

Hashizume: For example， ear1ier we used七heme七aphorof a rose: if 
one has bo七h，a real rose and a pic七ureof a rose， when七hepic七ure
is added reality becomes richer and七hedegree of happiness in-
creases， bu七 if七hereal rose disappears， leaving only七hepic-
七ure， i七 doesno七. Tha七 argumen七 dependson accep七ing七hepremise 
七ha七 areal self exis七stha七 canperceive a real rose. Bu七 wha七 if
in fac七七henew mode of percep七ionfos七eredby 
informa七ion/consump七ionsocie七ycanno七 dis七inguishbe七ween七he
rea工 roseand七herose in七he

Mi七a: There are七woques七ions， a philosophical one of whe七her
七herereally is no dis七inction， and ano七heroif wha七 happensif 
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such a genera七ionappears. The former is some七hing七ha七 philosophy
has deal七 wi七h for a 10ng七日ne， and工七hink七ha七 in七heend i七 is
no七 provab1e. 工 don'七七hinkyou can prove an answer to ques七ions
1ike '工S 七herereally na七ure?' or 'Does七he0七herrea1ly exis七.?'

Even if they are no七 provable，工 believe七ha七七herereally is na-
七ureand七ha七七he0七herreal1y exis七s.None七heless， one could 
prove in several ways七ha七七ha七 migh七 no七 rea11ybe 50， if one 
wan七ed七0七ry. Since I find七ha七 dia10gue七obe main1y unproduc-
七ive， I jus七 te1lpeop1e who raise七ha七 kindof phi1osophical ar-
gumen七七hatbelieving in na七ureor in七he0七heris a poin七 of
fai七h for me. Regarding七hesocia1 phenomenon， whe七her七hereare 
peop1e who fee1七ha七七he50-called exis七enceof media reali七yand 
of a CUp or of a ど05ef10wering in a garden may be abso1u七e1y七he
same，工 七hink七hereare七hings七ha七 aren'七 七ha七 way七ha七 remain.
People have a corporea1i七y:when cu七七heyb1eed， when七heydon'七

ea七七heyare hungry， when hi七， i七 hur七5. Tha七 kindof七hingre-
mains. Since in any big ci七y 七hereis wind and sky，工 don'七 agree
wi七hmedia七heoris七swho go 50 far as七o say七hatan era is coming 
when everyone wi11 live in vir七ua1reali七y.

Hashizume: Tha七 kindof per50n migh七 say七ha七 moderni七y has 
reached七hispoint and now we are en七erl.ng七henex七 era. The prev-
iOU5 moderni七Y though七 of七hings， rea1i七y，七heindividual， free-
dom， as rea工1yexis七ingand sough七七obui1d i七ssys七emon七hem.
For七ha七 reasoni七 waspossib1e to cri七icizemoderni七y from wi七hin
i七. Bu七 since七hiskind of person does no七七hink七ha七
informa七ion/consump七ionsocie七ycarries 七hebasis 七ocri七icizei七田
self within i七se1f， he does no七七hink七ha七 七hatcritique ha5 any 
meaning and dOe5 no七 carryi七 ou七. This could be a kind of self田
conformism，工 guess.
工 thinkfreedom and七heindividua1 migh七 possiblybe derived from 
language. The advan七agein七ha七 case--possiblythe only one--is 
七ha七 in七a1kingabou七 informa七ion/consumptionsocie七ywe have七he
image of七herose versus七herea1 rose， bu七七hereis no image七o
pi七 agains七 language. No ma七七erhow many images one makes， lan-
guage i5 5七illlanguage. You can'七七ransformreali七y in七heCa5e 
of wri七七eninforma七ion. Even if y，ou change i七， language originally 
is an image so i七 ispreserved as 1anguage. 工n七hissense， i七 more
easily forms a founda七ionfor cri七ique.

The Mechanisms of Socie七Y

Hashizume: One of七hein七eres七ingargumen七sin Theory of Contempo-
rary Society is七ha七七hefewer ru1es七hereare七hebe七七eど， and 
七ha七七hissi七ua七ionwou1d increase七hefreedom of七heindividual 
who could七akeadvantage of i七.

Mi七a:Ra七her七hanfewer， 七hesimp1er 七heyare 七hebe七七er.

Hashizume: 工 amta1king abou七 aminima1ism of rules. Marxism uses 
七he七ermsmaximal program and minima1 program. Maxima1 program 
refers七oa proposi七ion七ha七 isgood because everyone agrees， 

while minimal program refers七oone七ha七 isgood because diffeどen七
peop1e can七akepar七F 七hereis an argumen七 basedon七hese七erms.
工nar七，工七hinkminima1 pどogramwould be minimalism. 工七 isa form 
of expression七ha七 uses七heminimum of ma七erialsand 1e七sdiffer-
en七 peop1efind diffeどen七 meaningsin i七. Cou1d one七ry七0七hink
abou七 socia1minima1ism? There are concrete ex釘 np1esof cul七ural
s七rifeand e七hnics七rifein moderni七y， bu七 inhistory as well 
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七hereare七heexamples of Chris七iani七y， Marxism， and 0七hersys七ems
七ha七工七hinkfoundered because of an excess of added rules， while 
for a grea七 numberof people七olive in freedom and enjoy七hemax-
imum of七heresu1七sof moderni七y， i七 isa minimalism of rules七ha七
is needed. Coercion is necessary， bu七 i七 shouldbe七heminimum. If 
one can demons七ra七e七ha七 i七 is七heminimum nece5sary，七heneven if 
l七 iscoercion no one will be injured in a deep sense because i七
is e七hicallycorrec七.工 wan七七oask you abou七七hisbecause工 fee.l
you say some七hingc10se七o i七 in七hebook. 

Mita: 工 mayhave wri七七en七ha七， bu七 wha七工 hadin mind was Le Cor-
busier's archi七ec七ural七heories. In 50me ways七hefounder of mod-
ernl.s七 archi七ec七ure， he used modules七obuild large-scale apar七-

men七 buildings. Even in his own time七herewere critiques of mass 
socl.e七y 七ha七 a七七ackedhis work as s七andardizingpeople in a mean-
ing1ess， insipid way， bu七 heresponded七ha七 simp1ici七Ywou1d make 
七hepeop1e living七heremore free. Tha七 is， if七hedesign includes 
differen七 fix七uresone on1y can 1ive in七ha七工ayou七， bu七 ifit 
only inc1udes七heminimum of necessary u七i1i七ies，七heperson 1iv-
ing七herecan divide i七 upaccording to wha七ever七as七ehe has， in 
freedom. The more simp1e七hebasic framework is，七hemore free1y 
七heindividua1 inside of i七 canchoose. A七 firs七 glancei七 seems
S七andardized， bu七 infac七 because七hisa1lows each person七oshape 
his individua1i七Y・Tha七 kindof s七ruc七uremight be very produc七ive
as a mode1 for socia1七heory. 工七hink七ha七七ha七 concep七ionmay be 
七hemos七 valuab1easpec七 ofmoderni七y.

Hashizume: 工nthe predic七ionsfor七hefu七uretha七 youoffer a七七he
end of the book， you speak of a 'mu1ti-1ayered social七heory.'工
wonder if you migh七 be七hinkingof a concep七ionof socie七Y七ha七
reconci1es a minimum 1evel of ru1es or regu1a七ionswi七ha macro 
sys七em. The maximum of individua1 freedom wou1d coexis七 inharmony 
inside i七.

Mi七a: You are exact1y righ七， 七ha七 iswha七七hebasic p1an would be. 
The image of七heinside is one of freedom， bu七工 'm七hinkingof a 
commune wi七ha sor七 ofsymphonici七y.My style七wen七yyears ago 
when I wrote abou七'七hesymphonizing rCommune' [*5] and now in The-
ory of Contemporary Society are very rdifferent， bu七 mypoin七 of
view hasn・七 changed. The de1usion 七ha七 some七hinglike symphonici七y
would be possible on a massive sca1e--a kind of u七opiaof rela-
七iona1ityー四maybe the cause of fai1urre of 七hetwen七iethcen七ury's
bigges七 socialexperimen七s.Communism was a kind of monster com-
mune. Because七hebasic mis七akewas七。 imagine七ha七七hings七ha七
were concre七e1ypossible only on the :scale of a few or a七 mos七 a
few dozen peop1e cou1d be七ransferred七oa massive sca1e，工七hink
七hatcivi1 socie七y is七hebes七七hing七opursue for large-sca1e 
ru1es or for rules be七weencommunes. 

Hashizume: Aside from demons七どa七ing七hefu七urepossibili七iesfor 
七hecommune， you wri七e七ha七七hemacro socie七y 七ha七 subsumes七he
commune mus七 havea macro design and七ha七 oneshould conceive of 
i七 froma minimalis七 poin七 ofview. The nex七 in七eres七ingques七ion，

七hen， is specifically wha七 kindof regu1a七ionsor rules or con七en七
are you七hinkingof. 

Mi七a: Tha七 isan impor七an七 ques七ion， isn'七 i七.

Hashizume: I七hink七ha七 modernsocie七y originally was buil七 on
七ha七 minimalis七 idea. 工 wonder七henhow your sociology is differ-
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en七. The principles of modern society began wi七hhuman righ七s，

七ha七 is，七hepremise七ha七 righ七sare distribu七edamong all indi-
viduals. Righ七sbring wi七h七hemobliga七ions， and七her，eforere-
s七ric七ionson freedom. Because七hisis based on七heproposi七ion
that one person's freedom and ano七herperson's freedom are no七
compa七ible， a line is drawn be七weenpeople. There is no mu七ual
七radeoffaccording七owhich A' s righ七sare B's obliga七ionsand B's 
righ七sA's obliga七ions.Laws are imposed on七heclear principle of 
blocking this kind of coexis七ence. 1 would say七ha七七hisis one 
kind of minimalism. Your七heory， on七he0七herhand， is based on 
freedom and desire. These differ mos七 fromrigh七sin七ha七七heydo 
no七 necessarilyencompass a principle七ha七 res七ric七S 七hem. In 
七hinkingminimalis七icallyfrom七hispoin七，七hen，wha七 everyoneis 
mos七 in七erestedin is how七ocome up w~七h 七he mos七 firttingprinci-
ple for res七ric七ing七hem.

Mi七a: That is a very specific question tha七 requiresa long an-
swer. An essay工 recen七lywro七ecalled 'the public Sphere and七he
Symphonic Sphere: a Mul七i田 LayeredSocial Theory' [会6] ac七ually
deals wi七h 七hisissue from七hefundamen七als. 工fyou would do me 
七hefavor of reading i七 youmigh七 findit is close七owha七 youare 
七hinking.

(Tokyo， June 26， 1997) 
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