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Saul Kripke's scepticism expressed in Wittgenstein On Rules And Pri-

vate Language has been very influencial among Japanese intellectuals, including

young sociologists, after the publication of its translation in late 1980s. ...

In this paper | am going to show how the rule of a language game ex-

ists in spite of Kripke's scepticism.

1. Language games and their rules

In my book (Hashizume 1985) 1 summarized later Wittgenstein's argument
as follows:
1) Our siciety is a whirlpool of language games.

2) We cannot conclude anything about the whole set of all language

games.

3) A description of each individual language game is possible (as a
logic).

4) A logic of a language game doesn’ t affect its efficacy.

Then I added some more as my oWn view in relations with the work of H
L. A. Hart:

1) A language game and its rule are in a one-to-one correspondence.

2) The rule of a language game becomes visible in another language
game which refer to the original one

3) The chain relationship of these two rules/language games is called

the primary and secondary rules/language games

2. Kripke' s Scepticism (Quus and Grue)

The examples of Kripke's scepticism, Quus and Grue, seem to threaten

our assumption that we are following a rule in any language game.

His scepticism can be generalized because they are only examples.

3. The Generalized Kripke s Scepticism

We should not be deluded with unessential appearances of Kripke s
scepticism. Namely, ...

Unnatural and artificial impression from his alternatives (Quus and
Grue).

Finite/infinite contrast in his Quus argument ....  To be able to
follow a rule continuously and endlessly is one tﬁing, and to do so in infinite
way is another

His scepticism should be faced most seriously because it touches the
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heart of rule following ....

The most general expression of a language game is a sequence
@y, 8z, @3, @4, As , "o ' (3)
The first few terms are actions (instances) for this language game, then comes
the heuristic understanding “I got it!”, which is followed by possible endless
future actions as “...... (and so on)”. Here is expressed the rule of the lan-

guage game.

4. There Still Exists A Rule In Spite Of Kripke’s Scepticism

Kripke' s scepticism shows a general possibility of spritting a se-
quence of rule following into two subsequences. Logically it is quite and al-
ways possible. Then he suggested that there cannot be a single and unanimous
rule for any given sequence of a language game though it has been followed with-
out any problem so far.

If his conclusion is combined with the famous argument by Wittgenstein
that following a rule and believing of one’s following a rule are two different
things, then the result might be far more destructive. Followers of a rule
might turn to be actually mere believers of their following a rule

Kripke’ s alternative rule can be represented by a sequence as below:

B)wy BE o B35 Ay Bhs Bi g B » Az 8a s Ajp 5 oo (5)

Then, the possible spritting of a sequence can be shown as below:

a,, az, as, a+, as, as (@)

a,; 8gs @3, Qu, @s (6)

a,, az, as, as+, as , a; (b

These are two different language games which fo]lbw two different rules, only
sharing first few terms in common. Spritting of language games is a natural
natural course of things with nothing anomalous in it. .....

However, Kripke claimed that the course to be followed ((@)/(b)) should
be foretold before the spritting! This overclaim is the essence of his scepti-
CISI:  wowins

As Wittgenstein told repeatedly in his study on the foundation of
mathematics, it is not necessary and too early to be annoyed by a possible con-
tradiction before it apprears. A language game is going on, and that’s all.
...... There is no apparant evidence for the divergence of a rule followed, and
it is enough for us to say that we are following a rule.

A language game, or a rule following, is a collective event where a
group of people behave in a coordinated way, without affirming that they are
followiing the same rule, nor justifying it. All these are secondary and

derivative activities, which might form another language game.
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