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ALTERNATIVE CEREMONIES FOR BUDDHIST FAMILY

Dec.10 2001 D. Hashizume

Current Situations

*

*

*

A lot of people are forced to pay a huge amount of money
to purchase holy names for the dead, to have funerals and
memorial services conducted by Buddhist priests, and to
bury the ash of the dead in the tombs in temple yards.
These formalities are not prescribed in any holy text,
though they are prevailing and regarded as traditional.
Thus these ceremonies are costful, meaningless, and super-
ficial, and leave family members and friend of the dead

unsatisfied. Alternative ceremonies are needed.

Concepts of Alternative Ceremonies

*

Ceremonies can be held at home, or in any meeting room,

by family members and/or friends themselves.

They are simple, less expensive, but warm-hearted.
Everybody has some chance or role to contribute to the
ceremony. It is organized to renew the good memory of

of the dead. It reinforces the sympathy and friendship of
the people who is still missing the dead.

Family members give a holy name to the dead, if necessary,
moderate a ceremony, give speaches, cunduct rituals by
themselves.

There should be a book which serves as a manual for family
members to conduct all these ceremonies. It gives a simple
explanation of basic Buddhist principles as well as differ-
ences between Buddhist sects, which enabels those who have

no experience nor knowledge to organize ceremonies.

/6)
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