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*BC-Japan-Pulitzer-Reaction

“Japanese scholars praise U.S. Pulitzer winner who wrote
about emperor<«

“By CHISAKI WATANABE=

“Agsociated Press Writer=

9 TOKYO (AP) _ Japanese scholars praised the American
Pulitzer Prize winner who detailed Emperor Hirohito's role
as military leader before and during world war II, a
portrait at odds with decades of assumptions.

Y The issue of Hirchito's involvement hasg been largely
taboo in both Japan and the United Statesg, said Hirofumi
Hayashi, a professor of political science at Kanto Gakuin
University in Kanagawa Prefecture (state), just outside
Tokyo. '

9 "Hirohito and the Making of Modern Japan," by historian
Herbert P. Bix, which was awarded the Pulitzer for general
nonfiction on Monday, is the first book in English on the
topic primarily based on historical sources, he said.

§ it is significant that the book was highly regarded in
the United States," Hayashi said on Tuesday. "It could mean
an opportunity to reevaluate how things were handled after
the war," including absolving the emperor of responsibility
for the war.

q U.S. forces portrayed Hirohito and the Japanese people
as pawns of their brutal military, hoping to drive a wedge
that would bring the nation to surrender and then use the
emperor to help them govern and reshape Japan.

Y The U.S. occupation forces took care to keep any taint
of guilt far from Hirohito at the Tokyo war crimes trials,
Bix argues.

¥ But in fact, examining both the formal and informal
chains of command, Bix found that Hirohito was without
question the commander in chief of his military.

| He was closely involved in planning the attack on Pearl
Harbor, he knew that his soldiers were taking no prisoners,
and he issued "burn all-kill-all-steal all" orders in Asia,
Bix says.

| "The book was a fine work," said Daisaburo Hashizume, a

professor of sociology at Tokyo Institute of Technology. "It

ig wonderful that English speakers can deepen their
understanding of the emperor and the imperial system."
{ He hopes, however, that the book will not leave readers

‘m}ég

P SIS | N 1A R I 1 ey W e v T o e e = i i

Page 2 W1803 =--~--r ibx

0d-17-2001 09:22

in doubt about the credibility of Japan's democracy today.
or the U.S.-Japan relationship.

f

The Japanese publisher Kodansha expects its translation

of Bix's book to appear here in the summer of 2002.
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