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In “Diplomatic Normalization Should Not Be
the Goal,” Tokyo Institute of Technology Profes-
sor Daisaburo Hashizume says that Prime Minis-
ter Jun'ichiro Koizumi’s second visit to North
Korea “succeeded neither diplomatically nor po-
litically.” Hashizume gives the following two rea-
sons for why Koizumi put priority on returning to
Japan with the family members of Japanese who
had been abducted by North Korea: (1) He
thought that responding to public opinion would
give his administration a lift, and (2) doing so was
a way of removing an obstacle to the normaliza-
tion of diplomatic ties. Hashizume expresses
doubts, however, as to whether normalization is in
Japan’s national interest. “Normalizing diplomatic
relations essentially means giving economic assis-
tance to North Korea,” he states, dismissing the
matter as one that is not important to Japan. He
argues that normalization “can be a means, but it
cannot be an end,” saying that while it may be ac-
ceptable to dangle the possibility of normalization
to resolve the nuclear issue and abduction prob-
lem, “Japan should not count on the goodwill of a
nuclear-armed dictatorship like North Korea. . . .

. The existence of a nuclear-armed dictatorship is

itself a threat.”

Hashizume gives the following three sugges-
tions for refashioning Japan's North Korea policy.
(1) Japan should take the stern stance that there
can be no normalization unless Pyongyang aban-
dons its nuclear program. (2) Japan should de-
mand a thorough and complete investigation of
the fate of all suspected abductees, including the
10 at issue. (3) With the support of public opin-
ion, legislation allowing Japan to place sanctions
on North Korea should be enacted by the Diet.
Hashizume goes on to say that the foremost goal
of Japan’s foreign policy should be to work closely
with the United States toward eliminating North
Korea's nuclear program and removing the threat
it poses. (“Kokko seijoka o mokuteki ni shite wa
naranai,” Ronza, July 2004.)
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