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The fall seemed too steep to be purely the result of a recovering economy, Hashizume
said, adding that unemployment was still relatively high in Japan and the number of

suicides had been stuck at high levels in recent years.

“The degree of difficulties people are facing should be seen as having remained about

the same or perhaps having become harsher.”

“There is no way that crime motivated by difficulties in making a living should decline ...

It's hard to think that there would be a decline of this degree, of (over) 10 percent.

That's why I can't understand it,” Hashizume said.

Suicides in Japan hit a record 34,427 in 2003, and totalled 32,325 in 2004. Data for
2005 are not yet available.

Japan's annual average jobless rate fell for the third year running in 2005 to 4.4

percent, down from 4.7 percent in 2004 and the lowest since 1998.

JAPAN-CRIME|LANGEN|AFA|CSA|LBY|RWSA|RWS|REULB|GNS|G|RBN|J|RNP|DNP|
PGE|SXNA

XZ LBA0000020060203e223000rz

© 2006 Dow Jones Reuters Business Interactive LLC (trading as Factiva). All rights

reserved.
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Crime in Japan fell by 11.5 pct in 2005——police
372 &8

2006 &£ 2 A 3 H 1749

Reuters News

e

(c) 2006 Reuters Limited

TOKYO, Feb 3 (Reuters) — The number of reported crimes in Japan fell by 11.5
percent in 2005, a drop media said was the biggest annual percentage decline in more

than half a century.

Criminology professor Nobuo Komiya said on Friday he believed the fall was due partly
to greater police emphasis on deterrence through increased street patrols and

community cooperation.

National Police Agency figures released on Thursday showed tHat the total number of
criminal cases had dropped for the third straight year to 2,269,293, down from
2,562,767 in 2004.

Kyodo news agency said the 11.5 percent fall marked the biggest rate of decline since

19486, the earliest year for which such data were still available.

“There's been a shift in thinking since a few years ago ... toward removing
opportunities for committing crimes in local areas,” said Komiya, of Tokyo's Rissho

University.
Another sociologist, though, said he found the drop in criminal cases puzzling.

“It's hard to understand why there is such a large decline,” said Daisaburo Hashizume,

professor of sociology at the Tokyo Institute of Technology.
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